‘Bebre you depated.’’

MyWife's Admonishment

You go abroad to seekemlth beause w are poor

In your sojoun,do not sav your wild oats.

Bebre you depated,| enjoined gu to remember
You have a wié and children at home

Please wrk diligen§t and be fugal with money

Two years henceretum home to sveep Yur ancestas’'tombs.
Remembepur backs are bare;

Not half a cup ofice can be scooped from the pot.
All our housewares areonn and ton;

Our house is dilapidated.

Your gamhbing has dven us to peerty.

In teas,| beg wu to repent.

You are brtunate to hae an elder brother to payour head tax.

Always remembergur gratitude to him.

Xin Hai Year (1911)

Bomboo

From 1909-1923ome of the newlarried
Chinese immignts vere detained in cells in the
Fedeal Immigation Detention Hospital Wictotia,
BC while geernment oficers soted out their
papervork.

When the huilding was being demolished in 1977,
Dr. David Chuegan Lai receered wall fagments
with poems dated 1911 and 1919itten on
them.Eaty Chinese immignts expressed their
first experence in Canada—their agpions

for the new landhoughts of fanyiland
homeland,and sorows and angener their
treatment.

CHINESE CANADIAN LEGLICIES IN BC

Visit www.openschool.bc.ca/bambooshoots
to view the gallery and download the teaching materials.
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